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SURVEY OF EDUCATION AND LIBRARY NEEDS
CONDUCTED IN KUJE MEDIUM SECURITY PRISON.

Dear readers,

CURE-Nigeria welcomes
you to yet another exciting

ami informative edition of

The
the

our Newsletter,
Advocate, Some of
headlines include:

“Why Nigeria
should not build
more prisons.  pg 10
*Court rules that
People in prison

(do not call them
prisoners, they are
people) in Nigeria
have the rights to

vote Pg 3

*People in prison
train dogs

*CURE-Nigeria
donates books and
hook shelves to
prisons and
primary schools.

Pg7

Happy reading!
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1. Overview of the Needs
Assessment

The following information
was collected from an
interview using a needs
survey with prison staff at
Kuje Medium Security
Prison in Abuja, Nigeria, in
August 2014, The survey
was conducted by a
rraduate intern from
‘olumbia University and an
intern from CURE-Nigeria,
hired through the Graduate
Internship Scheme. The
Needs Assessment at Kuje

is the first in a series of

surveys conducted by
CURE-Nigeria to collect
information about
education programs and
library facilities within
prisons across Nigeria.

1L Background

CURE-Nigena is a national
chapter of the international
organization, Citizens
United for the
Rehabilitation of Errants
(CURE). The Nigeria
chapter was established in
2009. Since its
establishment, LURE has
been involved in wvarious
prison reform efforts such
as: legislative advocacy,
training of justice actors,
prhnm.l rehabilitation and
re-integration, pro bono
legal services, restorative
justice, and monitoring
prison conditions.

Currently, CURE-Nigeria is
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ABUJA. NIGERIA. BY JACLYN SAWYER

working on a project,
Books Behind Bars to
build libraries in adult and
-{.I'!r'ﬂ'l'l'ilﬂ prisons across
Nigeria. The needs
assessment 15 a tool that
was developed to allow
CURE-Nigeria to Fathcr
information from
different prisons about
their social welfare and
education needs, to identify
sites to create a library and
education programs.

#]

i. BriefContext of Need
In Nigena,
recidivism and violence are
the lasting effects of prisons
without educational
opportunities. adequate
access to health care, and
rehabilitative programs that
could help prevent re-
offending behavior. Once
released, formerly
incarcerated individuals
return to society worse than
when they first entered the
prison system: without
viable skills or options, the
likelihood of returning to
crime becomes likely, if not
imminent.

Nigerian prisons have long
lacked substantive
educational and
rehabilitative programs
Reform efforts beginning in
the 1970s resulted in the
development of a unified
prison system throughout
the country and the
inclusion of Welfare
Officers, teachers, and
health service workers
integrated into the pnison
systems. Despite advances
and modernization in some
of the facilities and
programs, many Nigerian

high rates of

prisons still lack
educational opportunities.
ITI. Partnerships and
Support

For the Books Behind Bars
project, CURE-Nigeria has
received Financial & inkind
support from the Nigerian
Prisons Service, the
Ministry of Justice,
Ministry of Finance, the
Australian High
Commission in Abuja, the
Davis Project for Peace,
Books for Africa, Columbia
University Partnership for
International Development,
and others, to coordinate the
shipment of 22,000 books
from the US to Nigeria for
the purposes of !Eulldmb
libraries in prisons. The
books were obtained
through the non-
governmental organization
Books for Africa 1in
Minnesota, USA. Riverside

Church in New York
contributed to the making of
book shelves for kaduna
Juvenile Borstal. more
shelves are needed.

IV. Methods

A needs assessment survey
was developed that aimed to
collect 1'ngurmutiun about
the demographics, social
welfare needs, and
educational opportunities
currently employed in the
prison. The survey mainly
inquired about education
specific information, but
included questions about
the social welfare needs in
order to obtain an impartial
opinion of the needs of the
prison bevond those that are
related to education,

The questions were grouped
in six categorics:
denmgmph:cq of the
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inmates: eeneral needs of
the prison population;
education levels; access to
resources: management of
the library; and education
examinations. Within each
group were questions that
aimed to get specific
information related to each
category. The questions
were all in open-ended
format, with the exception
of the questions related to
age of immate. The ages

were separated into four
distinet categories: 18-25:
26-30; 31-40: 41+. The

categories were determined
both by the known age
rar;'gc of inmates at Kuje,
and the ages a person would
likely complete secondary
school and university.

The survey was conducted
at Kuje Medium Security
prison by an American
graduate intern working
with CURE-Nigeria, and a
Nigerian social work intern
employed by CURE-
Nigeria; both interns are
female. The interns met
with the Officer in Charge,
the Welfare Officer, the
Education Coordinator, and
the Librarian.

V. Strengths and
Limitations

Strengths

The survey was brief, and
allowed the interns to
interview multiple people

in the time allowed. Since
the questions were open-
ended, it provided the
respondents with the
opportunity to answer
however they needed. The
questions related to the
social welfare needs of the
prison were asked of the
Welfare Officer. The
indepth education questions
were asked of the Education
officer, and the questions
relating to the space and
logistics were asked of the
prison Librarian.Due to the
nature of the questions, the
survey could easily be
replicated in other prison
sites.

Cultural considerations
and language limitations
The survey was designed by
an American graduate
student who has been
working with CURE-
Nigeria remotely for over
seven months. While
working closely with the
organization and learning
about their work, she is
relatively new to Nigerian
culture, laws, and practices.
She designed the survey
according to best practices
in needs assessment in the
United States. While
English is the primary
language in Nigena, there
are major variations in
American English and

Nigerian English syntax. To
account for these
differences and to developa
relevant survey, the
evaluator reviewed the
survey with Nigerian
colleagues to get feedback
on language use, prior to
conducting the interviews.
Despite these efforts to
improve the cultural
competency, there are
inherent limitations with an
evaluator conducting a
survey outside of their
native culture.

Another limitation with the
effectiveness of conducting
the needs assessment in a
Nigerian prison, is the
initial presence of suspicion
from the Nigerian Prisons
Service about the nature of
the work. In order to be able
to conduct the interview in
the prison, special
clearance needed to be
obtained from the
Controller of Prisons in the
Federal Capital Territory,
authorizing staff from
CURE-Nigeria to collect
information from the prison
staff. Even with the written
authorization, there was
initial suspicion from the
prison staff about the
purpose of the interview,
The suspicion created a

dynamic between the prison
staff and interns from
CURE-Nigeria that was a
bit guarded and reserved.
The suspicion apparent
upon arrival waned as the
interview progressed, but
still served as a weakness of
the overall assessment.

V1. Participation in the
Needs

Assessment

The interns were able to
meet with the Officer in
Charge who coordinated
their visit to meet with the
other officers who had the
relevant information. The
interns first met with the
Welfare Officer, who
manages all issues related
to the welfare needs of the
inmates, including
programs both in the prison
and after their release. They
also met with the Education
Officer, the person
responsible for
coordinating education
related programs within the
prison. Lastly, they met
with the Librarian who will
manage the book
collections, lending
practices, and inmate
access.

The Link Between Toilets and JUSTICE by ratima Hassan

In Khayelitsha, an
informal settlement on the
outskirts of Cape Town,
residents play near toilets
that are crumbling,
clogged., and dirty. This
lack of access to proper
sanitation 15 not just a
health hazard—it's a
crucial issue for
development, safety,
access to justice, and
human rights.

The South African
constitution guarantees the
right to equality and
dignity, and also an
extensive list of
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socioeconomic rights, the accessing basic sanitation proper worker safeguards:

realization of which is
frustrated by a lack of
access o basic sanitation
facilities. Millions of
South Africans still lack
access to basic sanitation,
including at least 500,000
in Cape Town,

According to a recently
released report [PDF] from
a community-led social
audit. a collaboration of the
Social Justice Coalition
and Ndifuna Ukwazi ( Dare
to Know), with technical
assistance from the
International Budget
Partnership (IBP),
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15 still a daily struggle.

The report found that 26
percent of the toilets in
Khayelitsha's informal
settlements do not work,
with 15 percent of them
blocked, 12 percent
without water. and 6
percent without a sewage
pipe. According to IBP. “In
some cases, as many as 10
to 26 families were sharing
asingle toilet.”

The report's key findings
also showed a lack of

janitors do not have proper
training, protective gear, or
the required cleaning
equipment, and only one in
eight cleaners is inoculated
against disease.

The lack of adequate
sanitation services results
in ill health and
compromises safety. As the
report notes, “Some
residents are left to use
open fields and bushes and
become most vulnerable to
criminal attacks, especially
atnight.”

No one should have to fear
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assault, rape, or murder
while going to the toilet,
vet this is an everyday
reality for many South
Alfricans and the world's
poor.

In our commitment to end
poverty and ensure human
development, community-
led social audits offer one
powerful way for the poor
to seek access to justice
from both the state and
private providers of public
services.

By attempting to verify
public service delivery and
facilitating transparency
and accountability, the
community-led social
audit approach has been
succesgful in
exposing—and, over time,
reducing—corruption and

enhancing basic services in
India _and Ghana, and
elsewhere in the global
South.

In South Africa, the
community used a social
audit to investigate how
ZAR 60 million (about
USES million) of public
resources was utilized,

The audit included the
residents of Khayelitsha
and wvarious partners in
inspecting 528 toilets and
interviewing 193
Khayelitsha residents and
31 janitors. The report
convincingly calls for
specific and workable
government actions to
rectify gaps in services that
are provided by the private

sector via the local
municipality,
The power of a

community-led social
iustice should be an
element of the UN's post-
2015 sustainable

development goals agenda.
Access to justice is the
vehicle for the realization
of the right to
development, providing
practical and substantive
content for 1its
achievement. The
community-led social
audit is not just a victory
for transparency and good
governance, but also
shows that marginalized
communities can ensure

that development is
meaningful in their lives. It
gives citizens the power to
participate in decisions that
directly affect them,

Demanding that
fundamental rights be
realized 15 not only
imperative for
development but also a
constitutional and legal
obligation that falls on the
state. In other words, there
can be no development
without justice and
freedom.

It's time we ensure
sustainable development
starts with those who are
most affected. With justice,

we can do just that.
[Culled from OSF website]

PRISONERS IN NIGERIA HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE IN ALL ELECTIONS CONDUCTED IN
THE COUNTRY, COURT RULES IN THE CASE OF VICTOR EMENUWE & 4 ORS .V.
INDEPENDENT NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMISION & ANOR IN SUIT NO. FHG/B/CS/12/14.

By Barr. Judith C. Ezemba

INTRODUCTION:

WVoting in elections remains
the only way through which
citizens can choose their
representatives 1in
Government. Under Section
77 (2) of the 2011 Nigerian
Constitution as Amended,
this right is granted to every
citizen who has attained the
age of 18 years and is
residing in Nigeria at the
time of regstration of voters
for purposes of election,

Similarly, The electoral Act
2010 as amended in section
12 (1) also stipulates other
conditions including among
others that such eligible
voters must present
themselves to the electoral
commission for registration
and must not be under any
legal incapacity to vote
under any law, rule or
regulation in force in
Nigeria.

Unfortunately, the nght to
vote has not always been
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INMATES REGISTERD
TO'VOTE(IN GHANATS S5

granted as stipulated in the
Constitution and the
Electoral Act. Those
incarcerated in prisons are
often not allowed to vote,
thus denying them the right
of participation in
government.

So, it was a cheering news
that a Federal High Court
sitting in Benin, Edo State
ruled that prisoners in
Nigeria have the right to vote
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in all elections conducted in

the country, while
pronouncing on a
fundamental right

application.

Justice Mohammed Lima,
who made the ruling in a Suit
by Victor Emenuwe, Onome
Inaye. Kabiru Abu, Osagie
Ivekepolor, and Modugu
Odion ( Forand on behalf of
inmates of Nigerian
Prisons), against the
Independent MNational
Electoral Commission and
The Controller General of
Migeria Prisons Service,
compelled the defendants to
ensure that the applicants
(being the Ertsuncrs] are not
disenfranchised.

The applicants' Counsel by
an amended originating
sSummons in representative
capacity filed as VICTOR
EMENUWE & 4 ORS .V.
INEC & ANOR in suit no.
FHC/B/CS8/12/14, prayed
the court to determine;

Whether having regards to
the provisions of Section 25
of the 1999 Constitution of
the Federal Republic of
Nigeria, as amended in
2011, and Section 12 (1) of
the Electoral Act 2010, the
plaintiffs are not entitled to
be registered as voters by
INEC ( the first defendant)

Whether having regards to
the provisions of Section 77
(2) of the 1999 Constitution
as amended in 2011, and
Section 12(1( of the
Electoral Act 2010, the
Plaintiffs were not entitled to
cast their votes at any
election in the Country,

Whether the failure of INEC
to make registration and
voting provisions for the
inmates i the custody of
Nigerian prisons does not
constitute an infringement
on their rights as citizens of
Migeria, as enshrined in
Section 14 (1) (2) (a) (b),
Section 17(2) (a), Section 24
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(b} (c), Section 39 of the
1999 Constitution as
amended i 2011 and Article
13 (1) and Article 20 (1) of
the African Charter on
Human and Peoples' Right.

RULING:

In his ruling, Justice Lima
said

[Alny Act by INEC, to deny
mmates the Right to vote 1s
unconstitutional, illegal,
irregular, untawful, null and
void and of no effect
whatsoever; that the
defendants do not have the
constitutional right to deny
the claimants their voting
rights. Being an inmate is not
an offence that impedes their
registration and voting right
under Section 24 of the
Electoral Act; and that the
exclusion of inmates in
elections condueted in
Nigeria is illegal, Ultra vies
and null and void.

The Judge further gave an
Order of Mandatory
Injunction directing the first
defendant to update and
include in the national
register of voters names of
citizens in the custody of
second defendant and an
order of mandatory
injunction tasking INEC and
the comptroller- General of
Nigeria Prison Service to
include the plaintiffs as well
as make the environment
comfortable for them to
exercise their franchise,

ARGUMENTS
SUPPORT OF
APPLICATION:
According to the applicants'
Counsel in this Suit,
Aigbokhan President, in his
written submission cited
Sections 14, 17, 24, and 39 of
the Constitution and Articles
13 (1} and 20 (1) of the
African Charter on Human
and Peoples' Right to buttress
the arguments, asking the
court to direct INEC to
register inmates in prison
across the country and also
seeking that the court restrain
INEC and Nigerian Prison
from disturbing, precluding,
discriminating, and
secluding nmates from
participating in elections
conducted in Nigeria.
According to him, voting is
one of the most fundamental
1ssues in democracy,
therefore the right to vote
behind bars or as an inmate is
as important as the
democracy itself and that the
1999 Constitution states that
every adult citizen has the
right to vote in any election
conducted in Nigena and that
right extends to adult citizens
in prison and police custody

IN
THE

He argued further that
erosion of inmates' right to
vote creates dangerously
fragile environment for
overall human nights in the
prison, and asserted that “if
immates were o lose the right
to vote, it would signify a
fundamental departure from

the Nigerian Constitution
and practice of a
constitutional democracy in
the past 15 years and place
society on a slippery slope of
creating second class
citizens” and asked the court
to determine the status of
inmates in democratic sefting
ifthey cannot vote,

The Court upheld the
argument of Counsel and
urged INEC not to disturb,
preclude, discriminate, and
seclude inmates from
participating in elections
conducted in Nigeria
forthwith: holding that
Section 12 of the Electoral
Act which gives INEC
Chairman the discretion to
decide location of polling
unit cannot override the 1999
Constitution.

However, the Court did not
grant the applicants relief
seeking INEC to make
provision for voting centers
in prison yards. According to
Justice Lima, there can be
special arrangements (o take
the inmates to the nearest
polling centers as it 15 done
when they are taken out for
work.

THE IMPORTANCE OF
RESTORING VOTING
RIGHT TO INMATES:

Voting as a cornerstone of
democracy 15 a right and a
civic responsibility, In
democratic societies.
citizens have the right to

vote. This nght gives voters a
vital role in the choice of
those who will govern them.
The nght to vote, without
doubt, is the most important
symbol of participation in
public affairs and is
guaranteed by the Nigerian
Constitution and
international law.

CONCLUSION:

Voting 1s not a privilege; it 1s
the basic human right that
defines a citizen. Those
denied of it are, in effect,
stateless. people without a
country, Just as every
individual has a
responsibility to look after
his or her personal affairs,
every citizen should take part
in public affairs by
exercising his or her right to
vote.

In addition, voting has a
rehabilitative effect on
prisoners. Finally, available
statistics from the Nigerian
Prison Services indicates that
out of the 56,785 inmates
presently in the 239 prisons
across the country, only
18,042, representing 32
percent are convicts, while
38,743 inmates, representing
68 percent are awaiting trial.
These people are innocent
until otherwise proven. They
must be allowed to vote.

Bar. Judith 15 a Lawyer at
CURE-Nigeria

UNITED NATIONS PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES ON
ACCESS TO LEGAL AID IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEMS

A. Introduction

. Legal aid is an essential
element of a fair, humane and
efficient criminal justice
system that is based on the
rule of law. Legal aid is a
foundation for the enjoyment
of other rights, including the
right to a fair wial, as defined
in article 11,paragraph 1, of
the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, a
precondition to  exercising
such rights and an important
safeguard that ensures
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Bare Onyicha ith'some Blneficiaries of aur legal
aid shortly after theirrelease from Sulejo prison:

fundamental fairness
and public trust in the
criminal justice process.
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2. Furthermore,

article 14,
paragraph  3(d)
of the

International
Covenant on
Civil and
Political Rights
states that
everyone
should be entitled, among
other rights, “tobe tried in his
presence, and to defend
himself in person or through

legal assistance of his own
choosing; to be informed, if
he does not have legal
assistance, of this right; and
to have legal assistance
assigned to him in any case
where the interests of justice
s0 require, and without
payment by him in any such
case 1f he does not have
sufficient means to pay for
it”,

3. A functioning legal aid
system, as part of a
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functioning criminal justice
system, may reduce the
length of time suspects are
held in police stations and
detention centres, in addition
to reducing the prison
population, wrongful
convictions, prison
overcrowding and
congestion in the courts, and
reducing reoffending and
revictimization. It may also
protect and safeguard the
rights of wvictims and
witnesses in the criminal
justice process. Legal aid can
be utilized to contribute to
the prevention of crime by
increasing awareness of the
law.

4. Legal aid plays an
important role in facilitating
diversion and the use of
community-based sanctions
and measures, including
non-custodial measures;
promoting greater
community involvement in
the criminal justice system;
reducing the unnecessary use
of detention and
imprisonment; rationalizing
criminal justice policies; and
ensuring efficient use of
State resources.

5. Regrettably, many
countries still lack the
necessary resources and
capacity to provide legal aid
for suspects, those charged
with a criminal offence,

prisoners, victims and
witnesses.
6. The United Nations

Principles and Guidelines on
Access to Legal Aid in
Criminal Justice Systems,
which are drawn from
international standards and
recognized good practices,
aim to provide guidance to
States on the fundamental
principles on which a legal

ad system in criminal justice
should be based and to
outline the specific elements
required for an effective and
sustainable national legal aid
system, in order to strengthen
access to legal aid pursuant to
Economic and Social
Council resolution 2007/24,
entitled “International
cooperation for the
improvement of access to
legal aid in criminal justice
systems, particularly in
Africa”.

7. In line with the Lilongwe
Declaration on Accessing
Legal Aid in the Criminal
Justice System in Africa and
the Lilongwe Plan of Action
for the implementation of the
Declaration, the Principles
and Guidelines follow a
broad concept of legal aid,

8. For the purpose of the
Principles and Guidelines,
the term “legal aid” includes
legal advice, assistance and
representation for persons
detained, arrested or
imprisoned, suspected or
accused of., or charged with a
criminal offence and for
victims and witnesses in the
criminal justice process that
is provided at no cost for
those without sufficient
means or when the interests
of justice so require.
Furthermore, “legal aid™ is
intended to include the
concepts of legal education,
access to legal mformation
and other services provided
for persons through
alternative dispute resolution
mechanisms and restorative
Justice processes,

9. For the purpose of the
Principles and Guidelings,
the individual who provides
legal aid is herein referred to
as the “legal aid provider™,
and the organizations that
provide legal aid are referred
to as the “legal aid service

providers™. The first
rrm-i;lcrs of legal aid are
awyers, but the Principles
and Guidelines also suggest
that States involve a wide
range of stakeholders as legal
aid service providers in the
form of non-governmental
organizalions, community-
based organizations,
religious and non-religious
charitable organizations,
professional bodies and
associations and academia.
Provision of legal aid to
foreign nationals should
conform to the requirements
of the Vienna Convention on
Consular

Relations and other
applicable bilateral treaties.

10 It should be noted that
States employ different
models for the provision of
legal aid. These may involve
public defenders, private
lawyers, contract
lawyers.pro bono schemes,
bar associations, paralegals
and others. The Principles
and Guidelines do not
endorse any specific model
but encourage States to
ruarantee the basic right to
egal aid of persons detained,
arrested or imprisoned,
suspected or accused of, or
charged with a criminal
offence, while expanding
legal aid to include others
who come into contact with
the criminal justice system
and diversifying legal aid
delivery schemes.

11. The Principles and
Guidelines are based on the
recognition that States
should, where appropriate,
undertake a series of
measures that, even if not
strictly related to legal aid,
can maximize the positive
umpact that the establishment
and/reinforcement of a

properly working legal aid
system may have on a
properly functioning
criminal justice system and
onaceess to justice,

12, Becognizing that certain
groups are cntitled to
additional protection or are
more vulnerable when
involved with the criminal
justice system, the Principles
and Guidelines also provide
specific provisions for
women, children and groups
with special needs.

13. The Principles and
Guidelines are primarily
concerned with the right to
legal aid. as distinct from the
right to legal assistance as
recognized in international
law. Nothing in these
Principles and Guidelines
should be interpreted as
providing a lesser degree of
protection than that provided
under existing national laws
and regulations and
international and regional
human rights conventions or
covenants applicable to the
administration of justice,
including, but not limited to,
the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights,
the Convention on the Rights
of the Child, the Convention
on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination
against Women and the
International Convention on
the Protection of the Rights
of All Migrant Workers and
Members of Their Families.
However, this should not be
interpreted as meaning that
States are bound by
international and regional
instruments that they have
not ratified or acceded to...

To he contimied

Freedom of Information Act 201 1
Laws ol the Federation ol Nigeria

An Act to make public
records and information
more freely available,
provide for public access to
public records and
information, protect public
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records and information to
the extent consistent with the
public interest and the
protection of personal
privacy, protect serving
public officers from adverse
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consequences of disclosing
certain kinds of official
information without
authorization and establish
procedures for the
achievement of those

purposes and:; for related
matters.

28th day of May 2011
Enacted by the WNational
Assembly of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria
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1. (1) Notwithstanding
anything contained in any
other Act, law or regulation,
the right of any person to
access or request
information, whether or not
contained in any written
form, which 1s in the custody
or possession of any public
official, agency or institution
howsoever described, is
established.

(2) An applicant under this
Act needs not demonstrate
any specific interest in the
information being applied
for.

{3) Any person entitled to the
right to information under
this Act, shall have the right

to institute proceedings in the
Court to compel any public
institution to comply with the
provisions of this Act.

2. (1) A public institution
shall ensure that it records
and keeps information about
all its activities, operations
and businesses.

(2} A public mstitution shall
ensure the proper
organization and
maintenance of all
information in its custody in
a manner that facilitates
public access to such
information.

{3) A public institution shall
cause to be published in
accordance with subsection

(4) of this Section, the
following information -

(a) A description of the
organization and
responsibilities of the
institution including details
of the programmes and
functions of each division,
branch and department of the
institution;

{b)A listofall -

(i) Classes of records under
the control of the institution
in sufficient detail to
facilitate the exercise of the
right to information under
this Act, and

(i1) Manuals used by
employees of the mstitution
in administering or carrying
out any of the programmes or
activities of the institution;

{c) A description of
documents containing final
opinions including
concurring and dissenting
opinions as well as orders
made in the adjudication of
cases;

(1) Substantive rules of the
institution

(ii) Statements and
interpretations of policy
which have been adopied by
the institution,

(1ii) Final planning policies,
recommendations, and
decisions;

{iv) Factual reports,
inspection reports, and
studies whether prepared by
or for the institution...

To be continued

CURE-NIGERIA DONATES BOOKS
TO PRISONS AND SCHOOLS

enhance education 1 our prisons
and promote academic excellence in
our schools, we have donated thousands
of books to Kaduna juvenile institution
and to the following schools;
* Model primary school, Kubwa

In our pursuit to reduce illiteracy and

* L.E.A Nurudeen primary school
Jaru

* Loyola Jesuit Academy and Jesuit
Memorial college. Port Harcourt.

= Efi}fﬁ-_ﬂfrrn_rgndmire: the
40 'foot Tontainer of boaks shorfly
after its arrival for Llagos Port.

PROTOCOL TO THE AFRICAN CHARTER Nk
HUMAN AND PEOPLES’ RIGHTS ON THE
RIGHTS OF WOMEN IN AFRICA

The States Parties to this
Protocol,

CONSIDERING that
Article 66 of the African
Charter on Human and
Peoples' Rights provides for

special proiocols or first

agreements, if necessary, to
..Defending Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms
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stftp&]::mcnt the
of the African Charter, and
that the Assembly of Heads ( X X X
of State and Government of
the Organization of African
Unity meeting in_its Thirty-
" Ordinary  Session 1
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in

Plans are underway to establish a library
in Kuje Prison and donate books to
Enugu and Nsukka prisons, as well as to
other schools.

CALLFORSUPPORT,

We need vour financial and in-
kind support to make more book
shelves, purchase more books,
renovate the library in Kaduna
Juvenile Borstal, create a reading
space and make reading chairs and
tables there. as well as make book

| gL '
[ jHIIHi'I - L 1' "
T i {

L s 20
=. Oneofithellibraries| I

rovisions  June

Session  1In

1995, endorsed b
resolutmnl AHG/Res. 24

recommendation of the
African Commission on
Human and Peoples' Rights
1o elaborate a Protocol on the
Rights of Women in Africa;

shelves for Kuje Prison and LEA
Nurudeen Primary School. Karu,
Abuja. For vour donations, call
DR034365657 or send an emailto

curef@ curenigeria.org. Thank
VOuL

CONSIDERING
Article 2

that
of the African
Charter on Human and
Peoples’ Rights enshrines
the principle of non-
discrimination on the

the

grounds of race, ethnic
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group, colour, sex, language,
religion, political

or any other opinion,
national and social origin,
fortune, birth or other status;

F URTHE R
CONSIDERING that
Article 18 of the African
Charter on Human and
Peoples' Rights calls on all
States Parties to eliminate
every discrimination against
women and to ensure the
protection of the nights of
women as stipulated n
international declarations
and conventions;

NOTING that Articles 60
and 61 of the African Charter
on Human and Peoples'
Rights recognise regional
and international human
rights instruments and
African practices consistent
with international norms on
human and peoples’ rights as
being important reference
points for the application
and interpretation of the
African Charter;

RECALLING that
women's rights have been
recognised and guaranteed
in all international human
rights instruments, notably
the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the
International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights,
the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, the
Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against
Women and its Optional
Protocol,

Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against
Women, G.A. res. 34/180,
34 ULN. GAOR Supp. (No.
46) at 193, UN. Dec.
AS34/46, entered into force
Sept. 3, 1981.

The States Parties to the
present Convention,

Noting that the Charter of
the United Nations realfirms
faith in fundamental human
rights, in the dignity and

worth of the human person
and in the equal rights of
men and women Noting that
the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights affirms the
principle of the
inadmissibility of
discrimination and
proclaims that all human
beings are bormn free and
equal in dignity and rights
and that everyone is entitled
to all the rights and freedoms
set forth therein. without
distinction of any kind,
including distinction based
on sex, Noting that the States
Parties to the International
Covenants on Human Rights
have the obligation to ensure
the equal rights of men and
women to enjoy all
economic, social, cultural,
civil and political rights,
Considering the
international conventions
concluded under the
auspices of the United
Nations and the specialized
agencies promoting equality
of rights of men and women,
Noting also the resolutions,

declarations and
recommendations adopted
by the United Nations and
the specialized agencies
promoting equality of nights
of men and women,
Concerned. however, that
despite these wvarious
instruments extensive
discrimination against
women continues to exist,
Recalling that
discrimination against
women violates the
principles of equality of
rights and respect for human
dignity, is an obstacle to the
participation of women, on
equal terms with men, in the
political, social, economic
and cultural life of their
countries, hampers the
growth of the prosperity of
society and the family and
makes more difficult the full
development of the
potentialities of women in
the service of their countries
and of humanity...

To be continued

DOG-TRAINING PROGRAM GIVES PRISON
INMATES CHANCE TO GIVE BACK

Evan Sanders | Tribune-
Review - An inmate at SCI
Pine Grove shows
affection to Somerset, a
six-month-old Labrador
retriever, in the open play
area after performing a
training exercise with
inmates who are dog
handlers at SCI Pine Grove
in Indiana on Thursday.,
July 31,2014,

Evan Sanders | Tribune-
Review - An inmate at SCI
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Pine Grove
rewards
Milton, a
six-month-
o 1 d
Labrador
retriever,
with a head
rub after
performin
g a training exercise with
inmates who are dog
handlers at SCI Pine Grove
in Indiana on Thursday,
July 31,2014,

Evan Sanders | Trib Total
Media - Deora, a six-
month-old Labrador
retriever, takes a break
after performing a training
exercise with inmates who
are dog handlers at SCI
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Pine Grove in Indiana on
Thursday, July 31,2014,
Behind the razor-wire
fences and the cold stone
walls of the state prison at
Pine Grove, the unlikeliest
of alliances is taking root
between eight inmates at
the maximum-security
lockup and a quartet of
puppies,

Day and night, the inmates
some of the state's
toughest young offenders
— are seldom without the
pups at their sides.

They are joined in a
mission to train the four
Labrador retriever puppies
as service dogs for the
disabled in an 18-month
program called “TAILS,”
which stands for “train,
assist, inspire, loyal

service.”

The program 15 in 1ts
infancy at the Indiana
County prison, where most
of the 1,163 inmates are
between the ages of 14 and
21 and serving sentences
for serious crimes ranging
from armed robbery and
drug trafficking to murder.
The youngest are there
because they were
convicted of adult crimes
but can't be housed in adult
prisons under the law.

ADOG'SLIFE

The dogs live, work and
sleep with their two
trainers, sharing one tiny
cell with the pup, which
sleeps ina crate.

The last names of the
inmates chosen to train the
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dogs have been withheld
by the Department of
Corrections, but Stephen,
23, who began serving a
life sentence in 2008 for
killing a 50-year-old Elk
County man, talks freely
about how he believes the
program has given him the
chance to do something

positive.
“| figured it'd be good to
give back to the

community.” he said.
Stephen and another
inmate spend all day, every
day working with their
dog, Milton,

“He's definitely smart; he
picks up on things pretty
quick,” he said. For his
time spent with Milton,
Stephen is paid 42 cents an
hour for 8 hours of work
per day.

“The inmates are giving
100 percent and taking full
advantage of this
opportunity because it's a
chance for them to give
back and they're taking it
to heart,” said Lori Breece,
program manager for
United Disabilities
Services, the Lancaster-
based group that will place
the dogs after they're
trained.

The four puppies arrived
in April under the
guidance of United
Disability Services and
Doug Russell, a prison
housing unit manager who
helped develop the
program.

1 liked their mission and
the fact that all their dogs
are placed 1in
Pennsylvania,” he said.
Similar programs are in
place at 13 of the 26 state
prisons.

The dogs will go to people
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with mobility issues,
autism and post-traumatic
stress disorder or to long-
term nursing care
faciliities to be used as
therapy dogs.

“This is a chance to see
some good things happen
and have positive
interaction with the staff,”
Russell said.

THE ROUTINE

In their brown jumpsuits
and heavy work boots, the
inmates gently hold out
pieces of kibble and offer
praise to coach the dogs
that wear red vests
indicating they're service
dogs in training. The dogs
are seldom out of sight.
Under a shelf where
inmates keep toiletries and
clothes in their small gray
cells, each dog's crate fits
snugly between the end of
one bed and the door.

Each two-person team of
handlers tends to their dog
around the clock.
Throughout the day, after
checking in with a guard,
the inmates can take the
dogs to a grassy, open-air
yard ringed by a low fence
so the animals can relieve
themselves or play tug-of-
war and catch with toys.
Routinely, the dogs and
their handlers are
reviewed by counselors
Tara Marhefka and
Tammy Delosh.
Marhefka and Delosh
gather the inmates and
their dogs in a circle with
some dogs settling
comfortably on the white
linoleum floor while
others stand, waiting their
turn to show what they can
do.

Each handler takes turns
guiding the pups over
short hurdles with an
“over” command. Then
they “touch™ a block on the
wall where the inmates
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point, and bark to “say
hello™ as the dog puts its
head between a seated
inmate's knees.

Solomon, a yellow lab,
reluctantly follows the
“roll” command after
some extra prompting by
one of his handlers, who
nudges the dog's nose
before the pup lazily rolls
over onto his belly.

“He's trying to outsmart
vou,” Marhefka said.
Milton, a chocolate lab
—mnamed after candy
magnate Milton Hershey
because of his color —
touched the wall so well
that another handler
remarked that he was a
showoff.

Somerset, a black lab, and
Deora. a chocolate lab,
were named by Russell in
honor of United Airlines
Flight 93 and one of its
victims, Deora Bodley,
after he heard Bodley's
maother speak about the 20-
vear-old's volunteer work
at an animal shelter.

THE SELECTION
PROCESS

Russell led a six-month
process to choose the
handlers, including
questionnaires and
interviews to make sure
none had signs of violence
against children or
animals.

Milton's other handler,
Ryan, 33, said it had been
13 wyears since he had
touched a dog before the
start of the program.

He was convicted in 2003
of aggravated assault and
other charges stemming
from a shooting outside a
diner in York County and
isserving 19 ¥ to 39 years.
“Dogs just make people
happy in general.” he said.
“It's a familiar thing from

home that makes people
feel comfortable.”

Stephen said dealing with
the responsibility of
having Milton in his cell
was difficult at first, but
now he's grown attached to
him.

“Jail can be a stressful
place and having someone
to pet and someone who
wants your attention”
helps ease the tension, he
said.

THE BENEFITS

In research published in
2006, Rutgers professor
Dana Britton studied
Kansas prisons operating
similar service-dog
programs.

She found inmates
experience stress relief
and learn lessons in
responsibility while filling
the need for volunteers
with the training
organizations,

*It seems to me the
benefits outweigh the risks
institutionally,” Britton
said.

In Pennsylvania,
corrections officials have
seen the positives of the
program, said
spokeswoman Sue
Bensinger.

“The canine programs are
amazing in the
transformation they
provide to the inmate
handler and to the dog,”
she said. “The inmates
teach the dogs social
skills, and the inmates
learn to work with other
handlers to accomplish
that task.”

Stacey Federaff is a staff
writer for Trib Total
Media.
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TPeria Healttr

Penis health involves
more than erections. Penis
health involves the most
common penis problems
and strategies to promote
penis health, Penis health
15 an important part of
men's health and it gives
beyond your ability to get
and keep an erection.
ejaculate and reproduce.

Penis problems can be a
sign of an underlying
health condition ongoing
health 1ssues affecting
your penis also can impact
other areas of your penis
also can impact other areas
of your life, causing stress
or relationship problems
and harming your sell-
confidence know the signs
and symptoms of penis
problems and what you
can do to protect your
penis health

WHAT AFFECTS
PENISHEALTH

Various factors can affect
penis health some
modifiable and some not

forexample,
-UNPRTOTECTED
SEX; you can contact a
sexually transmitted
infection if you have
unprotected sex

HEART DISEADE AND
DIABETES: restricted
blood flow caused by
diabetes and
atherosclerosis- hardening
of the arteries can cause
erectile dysfunction.

CERTATILIN
MEDICATION AND
TREATMENTS; certain
medications and treatment
can affect your penis
health, for example,
surgical removal of the
prostrate gland [radical
prostatectomy] and
surrounding tissues as
treatment for prostrate
cancer might cause
urinary inconsistence and
erectile dysfunction.

SMOKING:; smoking
doubles wyour risk of
erectile dysfunction

HORMONES LEVELS;
hormones imbalances,
such as testosterone
deficiency or too much of
the hormone prolactin,
have been linked to
erectile dysfunction.

PSYCHOLOGICAL
PROBLEMS; depression
can cause a loss of libido,
Likewise, if you
experience an erection
problem, you might be
concerned that it'll happen
again- causing anxiety or
depression-this can
compound the problem
and lead to impotency
trauma- such as child
abuse- can lead to pain
associated with sex.

NEUTROLOGICAL
CONDITIONS: stroke.
spinal cord and back
injuries, multiple sclerosis
and dementia can affect
the transfer of nerve
impulses fro the brain to
the penis, causing erectile
dysfunction

GETTING OLDER;
testosterone levels decline
normally as you age. This

might lead to a decrease in
sexual interest, a need for
more stimulation to
achieve and maintain an
erection a less forceful
gjaculation and a need for
more time before you can
achieve another erection.

PIERCINGS: a penis
plercing can cause skin
infections

AGGRESSIVE OR
ACROBATIC SEX OR
MASTURBATION; if
your penis is bent
suddenly or forcefully
while erect, the trauma
might cause a penis
fracture

WHAT ARE THE
MOST COMMON
PENISPROBLEMS
Erection or ejaculation
problems

Sexually transmitted
infection

Problems with foreskin
Other diseases and
conditions e.g. yeast
infection Penis cancer.

Culled from Magoclinic

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

The States Parties to this
Convention,

Considering that, in
accordance with the
principles proclaimed in
the Charter of the United
Nations, recognition of the
equal and inalienable
rights of all members of
the human family is the
foundation of freedom.
justice and peace in the
world, Recognizing that
those rights derive from
the inherent dignity of the
human person,

Considering the obligation
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of States under the
Charter, in particular
Article 55, to promote
universal respect for, and
observance of, human
rights and fundamental
freedoms, Having regard
toarticle 5 of the Universal
Declaration of Human
Rights and article 7 of the
International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights,
both of which provide that
no one shall be subjected
to torture or to cruel,
inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment,

Having regard also to the
Declaration on the
Protection of All Persons
from Being Subjected to
Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment,
adopted by the General
Assembly on 9 December
1975, Desiring to make
more effective the struggle
against torture and other
cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or
punishment throughout
the world, Have agreed as
follows:

PART L Article 1

1. For the purposes of this
Convention, the term
"torture" means any act by
which severe pain or
suffering, whether
physical or mental, is
intentionally inflicted on a
person for such purposes
as obtaining from him or a
third person information
or a confession, punishing
him for an act he or a third
person has committed or is
suspected of having
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committed, or
intimidating or coercing
him or a third person, or
for any reason based on
discrimination of any
kind, when such pain or
suffering is inflicted by or

at the instigation of or with
the consent or
acquiescence of a public
official or other person
acting in an official
capacity. It does not
include pain or suffering

arising only from, inherent
in or incidental to lawful
sanctions.

2. This article is without
prejudice to any

international mstrument or
national legislation which
does or may contain
provisions of wider
application.

Torbe continue

WHY NIGERIA SHOULD NOT
BUILD MORE PRISONS

According to the PRO of
the Nigerian Prison
Services, as of November
6, 2014, the Nigerian
prison population was 56,
785 and out of which only
17,775 were convicted,
leaving 39 010 as
detainees, representing
68.2 % of the prison
population, By this record,
Nigeria occupies the 9th
position of countries with
the highest number of
detainees, trailing
Comoros. Libya, Liberia,
DRC, Congo Brazaville,
Benin, CAR and Cameron.

Outdated penal and
criminal codes, a slow
judicial process,
corruption and arbitrary
arrests and detention of
citizens by the police are
some of the factors blamed
for the phenomenon. Also,
many detainees cannot
afford a lawver.

Many prisons are locking
up three times their
designated capacities,
forcing inmates to take
turns to sleep. In 2011, a
prison warden in Keffi
Prison in Nasarawa State,
North-Central Nigeria,
introduced me to a man
who had been detained for
six vears without trial. At
the end of these years, he
was acquitted on his first
appearance in court,
following an intervention
by an NGO. He was lucky!
I met him after he had been
forcefully dismissed from
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his job when his employer
learnt he had been to
prison. Exclusion of and
stigmatization against ex-
prisoners and detainees is
all too common.

Overcrowding in Nigerian

prisons, a result of

excessive pre-trial
detention and other factors
mentioned earlier, is as old
as the prison system, and
the Federal Government is
aware of this reality.
Between 2006 and 2012,
private law firms were
solicited at a huge price to
trim down the population.
Over § 533 mllion (8
billion naira) was spent in
payments and
verifications of the cases.
While the program
generated huge debate, in
my opinion, it averted a
major crisis in prison
population and its
attendant consequences.
But the trend has persisted.

In search for answers to
congestion, there have
been agitations for the
construction of prisons.
But having been working
on justice and prison
reforms since 2004 and
having studied other
systems like the US, | can
affirm that simply building
more prisons is a bad idea
and it is not sustainable.
Building more prisons
would create an incentive
to lock up more people and
this would lead to prison
expansion and its
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attendant severe
consequences. Any
effective and
economically sustainable
public safety strategy must
include investments that
will help address the root
causes of crime and reduce
recidivism. Nigeria must
avoid the “American
mistake” of mass
incarceration or pay the
price. My argument is this:
Nigeria does not need
modern prisons; we need
modern schools, modem
hospitals, electricity and
job creation. Construction
of prisons is only
understandable if the goal
15 to upgrade some of the
dilapidated prisons to
international standards.
but not to build bigger
prisons as it is being
advocated.

Building new prisons only
makes sense if the replace
the old ones and the new
prisons have the same
capacities as the old
prisons they are replacing
to avoid prison expansion
and its social, economic
and health consequences.

Last year, the Academic
Staff Union of
Universities (ASUU), and
Academic Staff Union of
Polytechnic (ASUP), and
Colleges of Education
Staff Union (COESU)
were on strike for almost a
year to press home their
legitimate demands for the
upgrading of the

universities' broken-down
infrastructure and better
pay. During the strike, the
Nigerian government
maintained there was no
money to meet their
demands. Even as [ write
this, our public hospitals
have been on strike for
about three months,
resulting in untold
hardship for Nigerians
who can not afford
medical services in private
hospitals. Building more
prisons would mean that
our leaders have placed
more value on building
prisons than investing in
job creation, educational
and health systems, and
this would prove
disastrous in the nearest
future.

In a statement accredited
to the then Supervising
Minister of Education,
Barr. Nyesom Wike,
Nigeria has the largest
number of out of school
children in the world - 10.5
million. Also, reports by
the United Nations Office
on Drug and Crime
(UNODC) indicate
prevalence of HIV/AIDS
in the prisons than in the
general adult population in
Sub-Saharan Africa. with
Nigeria having 9%
prevalence in the prisons
over 4% in the general
population, posing big
threat to public health.
HIV/AIDS infections
thrive in the prisons

...Enriching our Democracy




especially in developing
nations due to
overcrowding, poor
nutrition, lack of testing
and counselling, and poor
or total lack of access to
medical health, all of
which are applicable to
Nigeria. Increasing the
number of prisons and
prisoners will worsen the
already fragile situation.

Building and maintaining
the so called modern
prisons is both too

expensive and
unsustainable, and
Nigerians do not need
them. To trim down prison
pﬂpu!aunn and eliminate
prison over-crowding,
Government must review
the cases of pre-trial
detainees and release those
who are innocently
imprisoned, convict those
who are guilty, release
those who have spent
longer time than they
would if convicted, pass

the speedy trial and
community service and
other bills before the
MNational Assembly.

But if Nigeria goes ahead
to expand her prisons, one
thing is obvious - donor
agencies and development
partners stand to lose on
their efforts to curb the
spread of deadly diseases
such as HIV/AIDS,
tuberculosis and hepatitis,
and Nigeria will be much
farther away from

achieving the Millennium
Development Goals and
the Post 2015 goal targets.
More prisons will mean
more harm than good.

Svlvester T Uhaa ix the Couniry
Director of  (CURE-Nigeria) and
was a 23 Human Righis Visiting
Scholar o Colwmbio Universisy,
NYC., USA. and ix o gradueate
student of International  Heman
Rights Law ot the University of
Exford, UK. He cian be resched al
svlvesteryhaatalcurenigerio. org

AN ACT TO PROVIDE AND PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF THE

NIGERIAN CHILD AND OTHER RELATED MATTERS, 2003
PART |—BEST INTEREST OF CHILD TO BE OF
PARAMOUNT CONSIDERATION IN ALL ACTIONS

l. In every action
concerning a child,
whether undertaken by an
individual, public or
private body,

Institutions or service,

court of law, or
administrative or
legislative authority, the

best interest of the child
shall be the primary
consideration.

2—(1) A child shall be
given such protection and
care as is necessary for the
well-being of the

Child, taking into account
the rights and duties of the
child's parents, legal

guardians, or other
individuals,
institutions, SErvices,

agencies, organizations or
bodies legally responsible
for the child,

(2) Every person,
mmstitution, service,
agency, organization and
body responsible for the
care or protection of
children shall conform
with the standards
established by the
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appropriate  authorities,
particularly in the areas of
safety, health, welfare,
number and suitability of
their staff and competent
supervision.

PARTII-RIGHTS AND
RESPONSIBILITIES OF A
CHILD

Rights ofthe Child

3—(1) The provisions in
Chapter IV of the
Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria 1999,
Or any successive
constitutional provisions
relating to Fundamental
Rights, shall apply as if
those provisions are
expressly stated in the Act.
(2) In addition to the rights
cuaranteed under Chapter
IV of the Constitution of
the Federal Republic of
Nigeria 1999, or under any
successive constitutional
provisions, every child has
the nights set out in this
Part of this Act.

4. Every child has the right

te survival and
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development.

5—{(1) Every child has the
right to a name and,
accordingly, shall be given
a name on his birth or on
such other date as is
dictated by the culture of
his parents or guardian.

(2) The birth of every child
shall be registered in
accordance with the
provisions of the Birth,
Death, etc. (Compulsory
Registration) Act. 1992,

6. Every child has the right
to freedom of association
and peaceful assembly in
conformity with the law
and in accordance with the
necessary guidance and
directions of his parents or
guardians.

T.—(1) Every child has the
right to freedom of
thought, conscience and
religion.

(2) Parents and, where
applicable, legal guardians
shall provide guidance and
direction in the exercise of

these rights having regard
to the evolving capacities
and best interest of the
child.

(3) The duty of parents
and, where applicable
legal guardians to provide
guidance and direction in
the enjoyment of the right
in Subsection (1) of this
section by their child or
ward shall be respected by
all
persons,
institutions
authorities.

bodies,
and

{4 Whenever the
fostering, custody,
guardianship or adoption
of a child 1s in issue, the
right of the child to be
brought up in and to
practice his religions shall
be a paramount
consideration...

To be continued
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Another beneficiary of legal aid shares his bitter story about prison life with the Executive Director and Barrister Judith.

Executive Director receives his certificate at the end of a Onyinye and staff of Kubwa Model Primary School
Human Rights training at Columbia Liniversity. after donation of books to the school.

CURE team of layers strategises on legal aid to their clients
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Executive Director speaks to graduate students of social The principal of Kaduna Juvenile Borstal Dr, Dora receives =]
work at the University of lllinods at Chicago, USA & letter of donation of books to the institution from our staff, 3 S
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